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INFANTICIDE.
Mrs. Lyone, an intelligent Irish woman lising at . . .
No. 9 Court =treet, in the southwestern part of the
S e e el o im0 The Chicago Daily Tribune,
iht a bonu 1fide case of infanticide. Durine last
winter Mres, Lyons bharbored a woman named
g o i e R Sunday, February 24, 1878, p. 8.
She has  seen ber several times since,
and Fridey evenivg tbe wowmun called at her house
and begged to be n?lowcd to stay all night. During
the early morning hours Mrz, Lyons was aroused

by Alice groaning and roshing vack and forth in 1

the back ‘yard. She asked her what tbe matter The paper was 16 pages in length.
way, aud upon ULelpg Informed tost it wus o

severe cold and  cramps, sel about pre-

paring some warm drink  for  her.

Miss Geary refused to, take it, und later Mrs.

Lyons followed her to the privy, where she found

ber in great pain.  The condition of aftairs Rashed Other items on the page inCIUde:

upon nerat once, and she accused the woman A T | &
Geary. Shedenicd, nut tlnaily owned up. Mrs BTt
Vogzt, 8 midwife Jiving at Nu. 742 Twenty- YEAST POWDER,

first  street, was scnt  for, and she
'\'?m Lthcm 5 “wi ’CIIill:!l hlmi“ been Sborn. A_ t t f .t t.
Mrs. Lyuns then informed the nman Street -
pulice, and at 11 o'clock Ofilcer Thomas Dooley n a'ssor men O C]' Y no lces
vYound the dead body of the child in the privy-vauit.
Tne woman was coufronted with this evidence of
i;ca;;um. "mé! thereupon chuolly Irelutcd how she
ad strangied it, and then thrown it away. o € . y
she i3 o rough, wncouth women, 50 - AT article about ‘The Heathen Chinee
years of age, and looks us if she had
gonc throbeh a deal of hardslup, She
conversed freely with a reporter concerning
Lbu ale::lr. The fﬂthcr of lhlc infant lwl.;ubonc Lul'.'c
rophy, 8 murried man not living with his family, °
whom vbe met while she Was working at the corner - An article about Fort Dearborn
of Van Burcn und Canal streets fua boarding-
hounse kept by one Ward., She was questivned
closely regarding her life, and allowed that alie had
%xnotucr und a m:xrriﬁd sl.-.l!]er li\;{n:hin ;u;elcu)‘.
ut they had cast her off, and she did not * LI .
know where they lived. She was never married, = A.n a.rt].C].e about a. S'LllCld.e 1n Dubuque
but ueed to live with u man now dead, by whom
ghie had two children, neither of which, she freely
acknowledged, ever lived to suckle, She seems
(.‘nlln:)}" devold %I lcchugo& f(""}w'{,’"i‘ nnd“u
way only when she was astie she had actually .
mutaotod theeh Bewly-borh, Ianocent babes thay - Several advertisements
the tear stood in her eye, while she refused to

answer. .
————

https://www.Loc.Gov/item/sn84031492/?St=calendar8year=1878
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From the West Side Police Court: Alice
Geary, infanticide, heida to the Criminal Court
without baul. James Donahue and Pat ana Joan
Cahiill, $1.500 each to the 27th fcr robbing Joha
Crowe, of lowa. Thomas Garvey, John Massey,
Cuspar Whithy, for eriminally assaulting Bertha
Lisver, $1.500 each wo March 2. W. 8. Parkharst,
larceny as balee, to the 27th. George and Josle
Excgorn. obtalning mouney under false pretegses,
v the Gth.

The Inter Ocean
Wed, Feb 27, 1878 -Page 8

At 7 o'clock yesterday nornh’
O’'Neill, one of Pinkerton's wach-uhonml the
body of a full grown male infant n%‘:!
e En Ienaot Eae ot e S S
it was decided that the child was born alive, but

.died from exvosure and cruel treatment. It is &
cloadr.un of infanticide, and the police have 1t in

https://www.Newspapers.Com/paper/the-inter-ocean/909/
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“Engine No. 14
was surrounded by
fire at Canal and
Van Buren Streets,
and abandoned to
destruction.”
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by Judge J. D. Caton, nearly half a century before. The quaint old mansion had twelve stacks

left the flames spread as fast as a man could wa
in the yard, took fire, and a red glare shone all over th

and soon the gas works, and huge piles of coal

of chimneys, constructed in various parts of the house to accommodate the rooms. It was alto-

»omed city
gether a picturesque place in the neighborhood of puffing and impertinent modern factories. . . .

Thus was the block bounded by Harrison, Mather, Canal and Clinton Streets not only a landmark The watchmen on the Court-house fought the flying embers, and
of the progress of the great fire, but also a site of historic interest. kept the great 10,000 pound bell ringing by machinery until they ot

Court-bouse

Engine No. 14 was surrounded by fire at Canal and Van Buren were driven away by the ignition of the cupola (wooden), and the ™

Streets, and abandoned to destruction. This was about half-past ten. whole structure became almost instantly a mass of flames. The bell
Now the flames had reached the space burned over on Saturday night, rang on until it fel. The mayor, Roswell B. Mason, was in the
and here, under ordinary circumstances, would the destruction have l)uiiding as long as it was tenantable, giving such directions as seemed
been stayed. But that night no single ordinary circumstance pre- best, among other things authorizing the use of powder by Alderman
vailed. To quote the account of Sheahan and Upton: Hildreth. This was about 1a. M. The jail was in 111:- basement,

T AR and the prisoners, half-suffocated with smoke and frenzied with fear,

shrieked and shook the bars of their cells, until Captain Hickey, o

save their lives, ordered the doors to be thrown open, when they powder
rushed out, half-naked, swarmed on a truck load of clothing that was
passing and then dispersed; the one wretched fragment of humanity
bettered by the stupendous calamity.

his was the supreme moment of disaster; for that building had

been the storehouse and was now the tomb of the public records,
The chain of title by which every owner held every foot of property
in Cook County, from the Government to the latest buyer and lender,
was coming to utter annihilation. All real estate— the burned, the

burning and the untouched — would lie, when those records were gk ouaty
o Record Office

destroyed, as naked of legal, recorded proof of ownership, as it had

-

been when Joliet passed it in 1673 ; alwz epting a slender thread

ain - “ abstract books” and ‘indexes

of evidence contained in ce

owned by private persons, all stored near by in buildings as certain
to be burned as the burning Court-house itself. Did this slender

A e m—— | ]

;1‘._

thread also perish? We shall see.

At about 3 a. M. the Postoffi
the latter with some $2,000,000 in currency and Government securi-
ties. A writer in the “ Times” of October 18 said:

Hardly twenty minutes h: sed from the burning of the Grand Pacific Hotel [La Salle

ce and Sub-treasury were burned

and Jackson Streets] before the fire had cut its hot swathe through every
buildings, and fallen mercilessly upon the C
The fe
the ranks of fighters, from sheer exhaustion, sought once more to check the
aid of powder. A number of kegs were thrown into the basement of
of the Mercha
the explosion ensue
swung over the gap._and tore

e of intervening

amber of Commerce [La Salle and Waskh
ire Di

There was pr not a

the fire would extend beyond

ly son in the South Division who imagined for a moment that
portion of the city in which it originated. Indeed, when it
approached the burned district of the previous Saturday night, there was

for here, certainly

ments, who had not

heroic workers of the Police and

a uni

rsal sigh of relief,

it would be stayed, notwithstan

ing the furious wind. The hope was futile.

A slow match was apy

At twenty minutes past twelve, a huge burning brand was blown across the river. Onward
a fiery messenger of doom, and lodged on the roof of a thr

k chasm was opened

tory tenement house

sped, i

ly at the rows of b

Page 292 (336/538) <« » [ [ 88
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“Mrs. Lyons...
living at No. 9
Court street, in the
southwestern part

of the city.”

https://www.davidrumsey.com/
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Chicago Streets

Avenue - Title applied mostly to streets running North and South. There are exceptions.
Blvd - Title given to streets where trucks over 5 tons are not permitted.

Court - Title given to short roadway.

Parkway - Title given to street that ends at a park.

Place - Title given to street running the 1/2 block between streets.

Street - Title applied mostly to streets running East and West. There are exceptions.

Court Pl., 135N 1 to 740W. Named after the old Court House and was an alley running to the
County Building in the Loop. Centre Pl., St., Waldo Pl.

-Court Pl., 70th P1. 300 to 350W.

-Court ?., Pierce Ave. 4100 to 4150W.

-Court St., 108th P1., 1600 to 1699W.

-Court St., Now alley East of Halsted from Monroe St. to Arcade Pl

http://chsmedia.Org/househistory/namechanges/start.pdf
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Women with the
surname Lyons,
who were born in
Ireland, that were
recorded in the
1880 U.S. Census.

https://www.Familysearch.Org/en/wiki/united _states_census
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Gotthard, Lena, and Susie Vogt living at 742 W. 215t Street in 1900

https://www.Familysearch.Org/en/wiki/united states_census
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Yirchow Julius, carp. r. 333 N. Paulina
YVirdux Eloff, engineer, r. 964 Dearborn
Virgil John, real est. r. 117 W. Jackson
Virgo Wm. G. paiuter, r. 871 S. Halsted
Virmond Johmn, baker, bds. 163 W. Randolph
Virmond Joseph, baker 163 W. Randolph
Visenhal Michael, bartndr. 24 Block
Viskey Julius, lab. r. 164 Jane
Viskoeil John, lab. r. es.. Butler nr. 315t
Visser Edward, printer, r. 476 W. 14th
- Visser Hotse T. carp. 1. 426 W. 15th
Visser Jacob, carp. r. 537 W. 14th . :
Visser Jacob, foreman I. C. shops, r. 13 13th pL
Visser Reize, carp. r. 767 W. 14th -
Vit John, mason, r. 638 S. Union .
Vite John, elk. 776 W. VanBuren, r. 393 Ogden av
Vite Louis, lab. r. 128 Hinman ¥ '
Vitens Henry, truckman, r. 213 Dayton
Vithift Henry, carp. r. 560 Loomis -
_Vitt Adolph, plasterer, r.-44 Samuel :
Vitt Anna, wid. Michael, r. 785 S. Jefferson
Vitt August, mason, r. 13 Ruble
Vitt Daniel, carp. r. 785 S. Jefferson
Vitt John, C&Iﬁ). r. W. 15th ne. cor. Paulina
Yivian John H.
- 28 Langley av. =
- Vivian Thomas, blksmith. 56 Curtis, r. 16 N. May.
Vizents William, lab. bds. 545 Blue Island av.
Vlasak Joseph, tailor 603 Centre av. r. 95 Fisk
“Vlasati John, lab. r. 85 S. Jefferson

jewelry 22dne. cor. Wabashav. r.

Yogt Alfred, r. 198 N. Desplaines

Vogt Catherine, wid. Philip, r. rear Napoleon pl.
Vogt Charles, plasterer, r: rear 107 Mohawk
Vogt C. A. H. builder, r. 263 29th :
Yogt Francis J. cigarmkr. r. 38th nr. Wallace
Vogt Frederick, blksmitlt. 1. 256 North av.
Vogt Frederick, plasterer, r. 144 W. Huron
Vogt Frederick, shoemkr.-247 Augusta

Vogt George, restaurant 167 dadison :
Yogt Gotthard, carp. r. 742 W. 21st

Vogt Henry, carp. r. 598 N. Dearborn

Vogt Henry, driver, r. § Napoleon pl.

- Vogt Henry, gardener, r. 409 Orchard

Vogt Henry, switchman, r. 94 N. Washtenaw av.
Vogt Herman, carp. r. 263 29th

Yogt Joseph, saloon 41 Chicago av.

Vogt Lena, midwife, r, 742 W. 21st

“Vogt Louis, lockmkr. r. 9 Archer av.

Vogt Mary, milliner 381 N. Wells

H. M. WILMARTH & BRO. |
Gas Fixtures,

AND CAS FITTING,
191 and 193 State Street,

CHICAGO.

LOUIS LLOYD & CO . ADVERTISING AGENTS,

3 Washington Street.

Insert Advertisements

in all the CHICAGO DAILY NEWSPAPERS, at Publishers’ Lowest Rates.

Gotthard Vosgt,
carpenter
&
Lena Vogt, midwife
whose address is
r. 742 W. 215t

https://www.Chicagoancestors.Org/content/1875-chicago-directory
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Summary [edi]

Description English: Chicago's Hinman Street police station, engraving from 1889. The station house stood at the corner of Hinman and Paulina
streets and housed the 23rd Precinct.

AT AL T

Date 1889

Source Northern lllinois University, Digital Collections and Collaborative Projects.

Author F. J. Schulte & Company

TR A

NORTHERN ILLINOIS UNIVERSITY

Ll

|

L]

Digital Library

THE HINMAN STREET STATION.

https://commons.Wikimedia.Org/wiki/file:hinman_street_station.png
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Coroner Die.zsch yesterday held an inquest upon
the babe slaughtered by Alice Geary. A verdict of
mausiauzbter was returned, and tae vnfortunate
woman was held without bail to the Grand Jury

Ann innnaat swas hald e Dawe) Qath e land e wo. ..‘i.

Alice Geary's crime has set a bad exampile. Yes-

terday morning a fail-grown boy baoy, that nad
evidently been chouged 1o death ilnmetilltely after

its pirta, was found in the rear of Sprague, War-
ner & Co.'s grocery o1 Wabash avenue. Tae Cor-
oner held ¢n ingu- s, and a verdict ofi infantiade

was returned. Jae ¢ mother Bas not yet been
discovered.

Tuesday, Feb. 26, 1878, p. 8

Chicago Tribune

Wednesday, Feb. 27, 1878, p. 8

https://www.Loc.Gov/item/sn84031492/?St=calendar8year=1878
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HOMICIDE IN CHICAGO 1870-1930

THE HISTORY OF HOMICIDE IN CHICAGO, 1870-1930, BASED ON OVER
11,0000 CHICAGO POLICE DEPARTMENT HOMICIDE REPORTS.

SEARCH THE DATABASE ABOUT THIS WEBSITE
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r 4

Home Insert Draw Page Layout Formulas Data Review View CJ Comments |® Share

Fﬁl_\| . 2 Arial v1o v A A = = =g GERET| . [l conditional Formatting v &H Insert v DV A? y p . Ood

Screenshot = = = v BZ Format as Table v X Delete v o L HE

i et 0 <0 .00 — Sort& Find & Add-ins
& B I Uv|imiv|AvAxy <=3 D $v% 9 W% [iZ cellstyles v [ Format v & v Filter  Select

B28 < fx | Alice Geary o

J A B c D E F G ) i
Qv Geary ® < >

Domestic servant, admitted to strangling infant in privy. / "on the
23rd of Feb 1878 by suffocation caused by being thrown in the

Tribune / privy vault in the reat at 9 Court St. by its mother Alice Geary... we
Coroner the jury find said Alice Geary guilty of infanticide and recommend
28 1878-02-24 JAlice Geary Inquest 40 Servant the Coroner hold her to the Grand Jury"
] |

https://homicide.northwestern.edu/
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Male Child Geary

Vital ¢ Illinois, Deaths and Burials, 1749-1999

Name

Sex

Mother's Name
Event Type

Event Date

_—

Event Place

Source Details

Document Information v
Male Child Geary's Parents and Siblings

Collection Information

Alice Geary Mother
Illinois, Deaths and Burials, 1749-1999 ®

. Tree
Male Child Geary
Male ATTACH TO TREE
Alice Geary
Female Similar Records
Death No similar records were found.
23 Feb 1878

Chicago, Cook, Illinois, United States
Inq 3645 pg. 572

OPEN ALL
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Alice , about 40 The Inter-Ocean
Cast. is a at
tie
near the
streets

Fg‘ I'. & - Monday, Feb. 25, 1818, p. 8
=' misery.

From the West Side Police Court: Alice
Geary. infanticide, heid to the Criminal Court
without baul. James Donahue and Pat ana John Tuesday, Feb. 26, 1878, p. 8
Cahliill, $1.500 each 1o the 27th fcr robbing John
Crowe, of lowa. Thomas Garvey, John Massey,

thor of

Alice Geary, the infanticide, whose crime
was rited two weeks ago, was yesterday Tuesday, Mar. 7, 1878, p. 8
mxﬁ?& the West Siae for mngdor. _ 2 >

https://www.Newspapers.Com/paper/the-inter-ocean/909/
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LICENSED.

The County Clerk issued the followin g mar-
John Balley and Liza .
John Jeflerson ddmim May Wood-

The Inter-Ocean

Tuesday, Jul. 23, 1878, p. 8
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https://www.newspapers.com/paper/the-inter-ocean/909/
https://www.newspapers.com/paper/the-inter-ocean/909/
https://www.newspapers.com/paper/the-inter-ocean/909/
https://www.newspapers.com/paper/the-inter-ocean/909/
https://www.newspapers.com/paper/the-inter-ocean/909/

ILLINOIS SECRETARYof STATE
ALEXI GIANNOULIAS @

A Driver's Licenses & ID Cards v m Vehicles, Plates & Titles

Departments > Archives > Databases > lllinois Statewide Marriage Index

lllinois Statewide Marriage Index iliinois state Archives

Search Criteria: Brophy, Luke

Groom Bride Date Volume Page Lic No. County

BROPHY, LUKE NOLAN, KATIE 1878-07-22 000 00036540 COOK

Return to Search

https://apps.ilsos.gov/isavital/marriagesrch.jsp
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BroraY—Luke Brophy, 55 years, at Ko, 108
Ewing street, ol p'_oomonh' 9“ o5, Saturday, Oct. 28, 1882, P- 8

—.——

PROBATE.

BEFORE JUDGE ENICKERBOCKER

Will—Estate of Wiliam F. barrencher: will
proven and letters test issuaed to Nicholas Harde- The Inter-Ocean
sopl. ind bond in $2.400 sp%rd.

Guardianship—Estate of Daniel Tracey et al,
minocrs: letters of gaardusp issued to Margares
A. Tracey, bond 1u 500 apprd. )

Adwministrations —Estate of John lx‘ let—
ters of admu issued w0 Augusia C L’.'
bond in $£10,000 apord—Estate of Luke Brophy
letters of admn ssusd to Catnerine X
boad in $209 apprd—Estate of Dora A. W
ietters of admn issued to J. Robsen Weddaell,
boad 1n $2,000 apprd.

Saturday, Dec. 16, 1882, p. 9
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If she was 40 in 1878, then she was born in about 1838.
“a mother and a married sister living in the city, but they had cast her off”

“never married, but used to live with a man now dead”

Alice Geary (b. 1835) who married Thomas Long and had 11 children

Alice (b. 1837) who married James Geary and lived in Hyde Park

https://www.Newspapers.Com/paper/the-inter-ocean/909/
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seT Thomas Dooley

BIRTH 1842
County Limerick, Ireland

Funeral of Thomas Dooley.
The funeral services over the remailns of Ser-

Nov 1893 (aged 50-51)
Chicago, Cook County, Illinois, USA

BURIAL Calvary Catholic Cemetery
Photo added by Lacey K. Evanston, Cook County, Illinois, USA @ Add to Map

MEMORIAL ID 186462631 - View Source
® Add Photos | B Request Photo

SHARE © SAVETO SUGGEST EDITS
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On the night of Saturday, Feb. 23, 1878,
someone calling herself Alice Geary
gave birth to a baby boy who died.

The police were summoned, the baby’s mother was
arrested, a coroner’s inquest was held, and
manslaughter charges were filed.

There was no trial held, presumably because the
baby’s mother plead guilty.

https://www.Loc.Gov/item/sn84031492/92St=calendar8cyear=1878
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Additional Sources Cited:

1871 Chicago Directory - https://www.chicagoancestors.org/content/1871-chicago-directory

1878 Lakeside Annual Directory -

https://www.familysearch.org/library/books/records/item/798295-chicago-city-
directories-1878

February Temperature Rankings for Chicago -
https://www.weather.gov/lot/february temperature rankings chicago

Illinois, Chicago, Catholic Church Records, 1833-1925 -
https://www.familysearch.org/en/search/collection/1452409

Handout available at http://cdmyers.info/FactCheckingHandout.pdf



http://cdmyers.info/FactCheckingHandout.pdf
http://cdmyers.info/FactCheckingHandout.pdf
http://cdmyers.info/FactCheckingHandout.pdf
http://cdmyers.info/FactCheckingHandout.pdf
https://www.chicagoancestors.org/content/1871-chicago-directory
https://www.chicagoancestors.org/content/1871-chicago-directory
https://www.chicagoancestors.org/content/1871-chicago-directory
https://www.chicagoancestors.org/content/1871-chicago-directory
https://www.chicagoancestors.org/content/1871-chicago-directory
https://www.familysearch.org/library/books/records/item/798295-chicago-city-directories-1878
https://www.familysearch.org/library/books/records/item/798295-chicago-city-directories-1878
https://www.familysearch.org/library/books/records/item/798295-chicago-city-directories-1878
https://www.familysearch.org/library/books/records/item/798295-chicago-city-directories-1878
https://www.familysearch.org/library/books/records/item/798295-chicago-city-directories-1878
https://www.familysearch.org/library/books/records/item/798295-chicago-city-directories-1878
https://www.familysearch.org/library/books/records/item/798295-chicago-city-directories-1878
https://www.familysearch.org/library/books/records/item/798295-chicago-city-directories-1878
https://www.familysearch.org/library/books/records/item/798295-chicago-city-directories-1878
https://www.familysearch.org/library/books/records/item/798295-chicago-city-directories-1878
https://www.familysearch.org/library/books/records/item/798295-chicago-city-directories-1878
https://www.weather.gov/lot/february_temperature_rankings_chicago
https://www.weather.gov/lot/february_temperature_rankings_chicago
https://www.weather.gov/lot/february_temperature_rankings_chicago
https://www.familysearch.org/en/search/collection/1452409
https://www.familysearch.org/en/search/collection/1452409
https://www.familysearch.org/en/search/collection/1452409

