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Forensic Investigative Genetic Genealogy (aka., FIGG)
Step 1: DNA sample retrieved from evidence found at crime scene

Step 2: CODIS searches result in no viable leads

Step 3: Upload crime scene DNA profile to Family Tree DNA and/or GEDmatch Pro

Step 4: Find DNA cousins who have opted in to law enforcement matching

Step 5: Build family trees of those matches to find their Most Recent Common Ancestors (MRCA)

Step 6: Do descendancy research from that ancestor/ancestral couple to find persons of interest

Step 7: Once you find someone in the right place at the right time to commit the murder, confirm 
match by taking a DNA cheek swab of the suspect and comparing it to the crime scene sample
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https://www.gedmatch.com/join-the-genetic-witness-program/



References for Recommended Reading/Viewing
• #Cybersleuths: The Idaho Murders (Paramount+, 2024)
• Dateline: The Terrible Night on King Road (NBC, 2025)
• Department of Justice’s Interim Policy on Forensic Genetic Genealogical DNA Analysis and 

Searching - https://www.justice.gov/olp/page/file/1204386/dl
• The DNA Geek

• https://thednageek.com/verogen-increases-costs-for-law-enforcement-again/
• https://thednageek.com/the-end-of-an-era-uploads-at-myheritage/

• Finding Your Roots (PBS, 2012-present)
• GEDmatch and Opting In: How You Can Help Bring Answers to Families and Communities - 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kQcdNfsCxOA&t=66s
• GenealogyExplained - https://www.genealogyexplained.com/igg-cases/
• The Genetic Detective (ABC, 2020)
• The Idaho Student Murders (Peacock, 2025)
• One Night in Idaho: The College Murders (Amazon MGM, 2025)
• State of Idaho v. Bryan Kohberger - https://coi.isc.idaho.gov/docs/Cases/CR01-24-31665-25.html


